
                  

 

 

 

Conclave 
on 

Policy Deliberations for Strengthening South-South Cooperation  
(Prelude to the Science Summit at the 79 United Nations General Assembly) 

 
Date: 11 September 2024; Time: 1130 hrs to 1630 hrs (IST) 

 
Collective global action is the central thesis for achieving SDG goals. This has led to a salutary paradigm 
shift in policies toward developing institutional mechanisms for achieving SDG goals by different countries 
and multinational organizations. STI for socio-economic development, creating equal opportunity for 
resource access, equity and inclusion, funding and responsible governance have emerged as significant 
drivers for attaining the SDG goals. Though South countries have performed considerably in all spheres 
of the economy, they have generally shown more unevenness in achieving the SDG goals due to their 
developmental challenges and vulnerability. This necessitates cooperation between South-South 
countries, evincing new possibilities for achieving SDG goals. Thus, strengthening South-South 
cooperation has become an important global action agenda. This is the context in which this session is a 
prelude to the Science Summit at the 79 United Nations General Assembly.     
 
South-South cooperation and the role of national, binational, and triangular cooperation, as well as of the 
regional and multilateral organizations, will be a significant theme of the session. Topics will include 
showcasing some promising examples from South countries on institutional mechanisms that have 
strengthened resource sharing and open access to scientific knowledge, responsible governance 
mechanisms that have contributed towards strengthening inclusion, and useful approaches created for 
funding. The potential partnerships among South countries and possibilities that can be created will be 
underscored to determine how challenges can be addressed more effectively and how the south-south 
connect can leverage the existing efforts of individual nations. 
 

PROGRAM 

Link to join the conclave :  https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-

join/19%3ameeting_YTBkZjM2MDAtOTI1Ny00OWI4LThiZmItOGM5YTViMTY0MGEz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22b867f20e-8a9c-
4603-b5ab-39c3840dfb64%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22451af03e-aa98-4324-9f0e-1d4bbff7707c%22%7d 

Sl. No. Theme/Title Topic & Speaker Time, hrs 

Inaugural Session 
1130-1155 

Welcome and Brief Overview of the Event 
Prof Ranjana Aggarwal, Director, CSIR-National Institute of Science, 
Communication and Policy Research (CSIR-NIScPR) 

1130-1135  

Overview of CSIR and its Sessions at the SS UNGA     
Dr Rama Swami Bansal, Head, ISTAD, Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR) 
Opening Remarks by: 
Dr Preeti Soni, Head, Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of 
Technology (APCTT) UN ESCAP 
Ms Theresia Ningsi Astuti (WAITRO - RR for Asia and the Pacific), 
National Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN), Indonesia 

1135-1155  



                  

 

 

Session 1 -  Responsible Governance for Research and Innovation 1155-1315  

  Overview of the Session Chair: Prof Mammo Muchie, DST-NRF SARChI Chair Rated Research 
Professor in Innovation Studies, Tshwane University of Technology, South 
Africa 
               ‘Responsible research and innovation’ 

 1155-1205  

Responsible Governance  (SDG 
10) 
   

Organisational Perspectives 

Moderator: Dr Yatendra Kumar Satija, Senior Scientist, ISTAD, CSIR 
Panelists:  

a) Prof Ravinder Rena, Faculty of Management Sciences, Durban 
University of Technology, South Africa 

b) Dr Diran Soumonni. Wits Business School, South Africa 
c) Prof John Kalu Osiri, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, USA 
d) Prof Vivek Singh, Computer Science Department, University of 

Delhi 
e) Professor ChM Dr Mohd Basyaruddin Abdul Rahman, Chair, 

ISTIC-UNESCO Governing Board of International Science, 
Technology and Innovation Centre (ISTIC) for South-South 
Cooperation under the auspices of UNESCO 

Topics:  
● Creating an enabling policy for open science framework 
● Open Science: Bridging the gap between North-South countries 
● Responsible governance for inclusion, resource sharing and 

sustainability 
● Creating framework for ethically acceptable and socially desirable 

research in South countries 

1205-1305 

Discussion and Q&A 1305-1315 

Break 1315-1350  

Session 2 - Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in Science 1350-1450  

Overview of the Session Chair: Prof Rohini Godbole, Centre for High Energy Physics, Indian 
Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore 
‘Enabling policy for improving inclusiveness, career prospects and 
Empowerment of Women in STEM’  

1350-1400 

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in 
Science (SDG 4 and 5))  

Reflections from South Countries  
Moderator: Dr Naresh Kumar, Chief Scientist, CSIR-NIScPR 
Panelists:  

a) Prof Vivek Kumar, Center for Rural Development and 
Technology, IIT Delhi 

b) Dr Yara Shaban, Head of WANA Office & Senior Researcher, 
Human Security and Social Justice, West Asia-North Africa 
(WANA) Institute, Amman, Jordan 

c) Prof Ranjana Aggarwal, Director, CSIR-NIScPR 
 

Topics: 

● Raising aspirations of Women in STEM: Showcasing success 
stories in South Countries  

● Creating an Inclusive Workplace Culture 
● Rural empowerment through S&T    

 
1400-1440 



                  

 

 

                                                                         Discussion and Q&A 1440-1450 

Session 3 -  Panel Discussion on Funding mechanism and capacity-building for R&D cooperation 1450-1620 

Funding mechanism and 
capacity-building for R&D 
cooperation 

Chair: Prof Nagesh Kumar, Director and Chief Executive, Institute 
for Studies in Industrial Development (ISID), Formerly Director UN-
ESCAP  
Moderator: Dr Mahesh Kumar, Sr Principal Scientist, Innovation 
Management Directorate (IMD), CSIR 
Panelists:  

a) Prof Mammo Muchie, DST-NRF SARChI Chair Rated 
Research Professor in Innovation Studies, Tshwane University 
of Technology, South Africa 

b) Dr Preeti Soni, Head, APCTT 
c) Dr S. K. Varshney, Former Adviser and Head International 

Cooperation, DST 
d) Other Panelists from CSIR 

 
Efforts of South Countries on: 

● Overview of Science funding – country perspective 
● Policy and funding instruments and schemes  
● Development funding focused on SDGs 
● Case studies and demonstration of success stories 
● Capacity building 

1450-1610 

Discussion and Q&A  1620-1630 

Summary 
Dr Sujit Bhattacharya, Chief Scientist, CSIR-NIScPR  

 
1620-1630  

 

 


