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Science Summit 2025 at the 80th United Nation General Assembly (SSUNGA80)
 “Women and Girls in Science: 

Driving Gender-Inclusive Innovation and Breaking Barriers”

 Date: 18 September 2025; Time: 14:30 hrs to 16:45 hrs (IST)

Agenda
Day 6 - Driving Gender Inclusiveness and Equality: CSIR a Case Study by CSIR-National Institute of Science Communication and Policy 

Research (NIScPR)
Time: 1430 hrs to 16.45 hrs (IST)

Register at: https://event.sciencesummitnyc.org/list-of-sessions/detail/296  

Sl. 
No. Session Topic & Speaker Time, hrs

Inaugural Session

Welcome Address  
Dr Geetha Vani Rayasam, Director, CSIR–NIScPR, India 1430

Overview of the session
Dr Naresh Kumar, Chief Scientist, CSIR–NIScPR, India

1450

Theme Focused on SDG 5 – Gender equality; SDG 8 – Decent work & economic growth; SDG 10 – Reduced inequality 

Session 1 - Gender-Inclusive Innovation: Leveraging Diversity for Scientific Progress

Plenary Session Chair: Dr. Ranjana Aggarwal
Outstanding  Scientist, CSIR, India

15:00

Policy and advocacy for 
equity and inclusion: Driving 
institutional change for 
gender equality in STEM 

1. Advocating for gender-sensitive policies, Gender Equality Plans, to promote equitable 
opportunities in research and innovation
Dr. Sanjay Mishra, Former Professor and Senior Advisor, Department of Biotechnology, GoI 

1510

2. From Inspiration to Aspiration: Female Scientists Shaping the Future
Dr. Bhavani Rao R, UNESCO Chair on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment, Amrita 
Vishwa Vidyapeetham, India

1525

3. Gender Inclusivity in STI: A Case Study of CSIR
 Mrs. Sandhya Wakdikar, Senior Principal Scientist, CSIR-NIScPR, India

1540

Discussion and Q&A 1550

Session 2- Panel Discussion on STEM for a Changing World

Chair:  Dr. Akhilesh Gupta, Former Senior Adviser, DST, GoI 1555

STEM for a changing world: 
Gender-inclusiveness for 
embracing diversity 

Panel experts: 
•	 Lt Cdr (Retd) Ms. Vartika Joshi, Climeworks Mammoth, Iceland
•	 Dr. Nadia Asheulova, Director, S.I. Vavilov Institute for the History of S&T, Russian 

Academy of Sciences, Russian Federation
•	 Dr. Sridevi Annapurna Singh, Former Director, CSIR-CFTRI, India 
•	 Dr. Disha Ahuja, Managing Director, Ahuja Engineering Services Pvt Ltd., India
•	 Dr. Tahany A.A Aly, Professor (Associate), Regional Center for Food & Feed, Egypt
•	 Mr. Declan Kirrane, Chairman and Managing Director, Science Summit at United Nations 

General Assembly (UNGA)

1600

Discussion and Q&A 1630

Vote of Thanks: Dr. Kasturi Mandal, Principal Scientist, CSIR-NIScPR, India 1640

Organized by
CSIR-National Institute of Science Communication and Policy Research (NIScPR)

 Dr. K.S. Krishnan Marg, New Delhi, India
Website: https://niscpr.res.in


